FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

JELMAR HELPS CLEAN UP FLOODED AREAS OF ILLINOIS AND INDIANA

Chicago-based Maker of CLR Products Donates Cleaners to The Salvation Army to Support Local Flood Relief Efforts

SKOKIE, Ill., October 16, 2008 –  This September, Hurricane Ike ravaged Texas and the Midwest, causing more than $2 billion in damage.  As a family company committed to its community, Jelmar, the manufacturers of CLR-branded cleaning products, partnered with the Salvation Army to offer $44,000 worth of cleaning products to Chicago-area citizens affected by flooding from the hurricane.

The Salvation Army, in coordination with the City of Chicago Health Department, distributed approximately 9,000 clean-up kits containing a broom, brushes and CLR cleaning solutions to residents of Chicago, surrounding suburbs and Indiana who were impacted by flooding.  

When flood waters swept through the Chicago area, The Salvation Army, with the help of Jelmar, was on the scene. Five mobile canteens began moving into the Illinois communities of Des Plaines, Albany Park, Calumet City and Plainfield and the area of Hammond-Munster in Indiana after rising flood waters began forcing residents from their homes. The Salvation Army worked with local community government officials and emergency office personnel to provide residents with the clean-up kits.

A history of giving

Donating to flood victims is not new to the Jelmar family. In 2005 after Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, Jelmar donated more to flood relief efforts than any other Chicago-based company. Following the devastation of Hurricane Katrina, Jelmar pledged to donate a portion of its CLR and Tarn-X branded product's sales in all retail establishments where the products are sold nationwide. At the end of a four-month period, Jelmar had donated more than $302,000 to the fund.  According to The Salvation Army, this donation provided more than 9,600 families with meals for four days.

“Jelmar has been committed to giving back to the community for more than 40 years,” said Alison Gutterman, president of Jelmar, LLC.  “As family-owned business, it has always been important for us to support victims of natural disasters, especially when the disaster hits so close to home.”

Additionally, since 2003, Jelmar has donated over $35,000 to the Greater Chicago Food Depository, Chicago's food bank.  The organization is a not-for-profit food distribution and training center providing food for hungry people while striving to end hunger in the Chicago area community.  The Food Depository distributes donated and purchased food through a network of 600 food pantries, soup kitchens and shelters to almost a half-million adults and children every year.

About Jelmar

JELMAR is a vibrant and growing manufacturing company with a broad household cleaning product line including CLR® Tarn-X® brands of products.
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